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Introduction
Although upheld for decades by the Franco regime and its supporters, Spanish neutrality
in World War II is a myth. While all neutral countries implemented corresponding policies
at various points during the war, the nearly consistent, one-sided, pro-Axis attitude of the
Franco regime stood out. In fact, Franco admitted his total disregard for strict neutrality in
numerous speeches and, most overtly, by switching to Axis-friendly non-belligerence in
June 1940, a status that he did not revoke until late 19431.

This article addresses this complexity and attempts to shed light on an intricate history that
has also been obscured by decades of post-war mythmaking and how to find different
groups of people connected with Spain and Auschwitz.

The methodology used for doing this essay was research in several archives and interviews
to descendants or relatives of the victims and testimonies. The archives were from the
International Tracing Service, Yad Vashem, Memorial de la Shoah, Amical Mauthausen,
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Arxiu Nacional de Catalunya and Arxiu SIDIBRINT, Universitat de Barcelona, among
others.

1.- Spanish Political Prisoners
With the military defeat of the Republic, nearly half a million people had to go into exile,
most of them being forced to remain in internment camps in the south of France. From
those, at the end of 1939, approximately 80.000 could emigrate to America, Portugal and
England and 4000 to the Soviet Union.
In an attempt to rid itself of what it considered to be undesirable “reds”, the French
government gave the ones who remained the choice of either returning to Spain, the
scattering of women and children throughout French terrain, or enlisting in the French
army, whether in the Foreign Legion, in Marching Regiments or in the Companies of
Foreign Workers (CTE).
Some 50,000 enlisted in the CTE under the orders of the army and were assigned to
constructing fortifications. With the German invasion, some 5,000 died in combat and
thousands more were captured and taken to the prison camps (Frontstalag and Stalags). 19
camps situated in France, Germany, Austria and Poland had Spanish prisoners.
After the ratification of Marshall Petain’s armistice, the Republicans caught in the occupied
France were considered enemies of the Reich like Germans, Italians or Czechs who fight
against Nazi Germany. They were classified as Rotspanier. The French army had not
recognize them as full military, it was easy for the Wehrmacht to give them to the RSHA
and therefore, the first transports to Mauthausen arrived already in August 1940 from
Moosberg Staalag.

Moreover, Franco’s regime refuse to consider them Spanish citizens so they earned the
label of “undesirable stateless” and already in June 1941 about 6,000 such prisoners were
sent to Nazi concentration camps. Later, more were arrested as members of the French
Resistance. Overall, the Nazis murdered between 7,500 and 10,000 Spaniards, and pressed
many others into forced labour in the Third Reich or in the Organization Todt.
For the ones who were caught in Vichy France or could escape there, they had again several
situations:
Some were interned again in French Camps as considered “dangerous” and they shared the
space with Jews and Roma in their way to deportation. The ones who belong to the CTE
(Foreign Workers Companies) became part of the Groups of Foreign Workers, later on;
many of them were forced to Compulsory Work Service and sent to Germany or to the
Todt Organization.
The ones who had managed to escape forced enlistment were pioneers in the resistance
movements against the Nazi occupation. They took up arms in the Spanish Maquis, or
guerrillas, or as liaisons or mail runners. If they fell into the hands of the Gestapo they
would face long prison sentences, forced labour or execution. After the Allied invasion of
Normandy in June 1944, the Germans sent the condemned to concentration camps.
Although Mauthausen was the main destination of the Republican deportees, their presence
is confirmed in the main Nazi camps: Buchenwald, Dachau, Neuengamme,
Sachsenhausen, Ravensbrück, and also in Auschwitz.
At Auschwitz, 69 personal records of Spaniards have been identified to date, of which 30
belong to the political deportees collective. Of those, 18 were deported directly to
Auschwitz in convoys from France and the rest arrived from other Nazi camps.

In this group of Spaniards from Auschwitz, there are three women and ten are counted as
having perished there.

SPANISH PRISONERS WHO DIED EN AUSCHWITZ
Martín
Miguel
Sigüenza(Guadalajara) 10-08-1942
Martín
Ángel
Bilbao (Vizacaya)
30-08-1942
Corteilllo
Joaquín
Valéncia
01-09-1942
Manello
Rafael
Tabarca(Alicante)
30-01-1943
Monter Ferris
Pedro
Binaced (Huesca)
22-02-1943
Rose
Eduardo
Madrid
28-041943
Goñi Ayestarán
Luz Higinia
Ciraqui(Navarra)
01-05-1943
García Aragó
Enrique
Cullera(Valéncia)
06-10-1944

In order to personify the drama of this collective, it would be presented two brief
biographies. The first one corresponds to an anti-fascist combatant in the Spanish War who
went into exile, was arrested by the Germans and later deported. The second biography is
that of an economic emigrant who was living in France who was arrested and later deported
because of her participation in the Resistance.

PEDRO MONTER FERRIS
He was born in Binaced (Huesca) on 12th August 1900. He moved to Sabadell in 1927. He
married Esperanza Fernández Santín, who had arrived in Sabadell in 1922 from the town
of Ruitelan (León) where she was born. They had two children, Antonia (1932) and Alfredo
(1938).

According to the documentation consulted2, Pedro worked as an "agricultural labourer"
although according to Francesc (Antonia's son)3, his grandfather "worked setting up
electric transmission towers” and, according to what he heard from his grandmother, he
was a member of either the Workers' Party of Marxist Unification (PSUC) or the National
Confederation of Labor (CNT)", a fact it cannot been confirmed.
Pedro had to go into exile and Esperanza had to take care of the two children and their
mother. In 1946, hardship forced Esperanza to take avail herself of the benefits of the work
of the "Orphans of the National Network and the War", and a file was opened in which she
was given a death certificate for Pedro, issued by the Klagenfurt State Political Police,
notifying her of his death at Auschwitz on the 23rd of February 19434.
Pedro's family knew of his death, but with the passing of time, the silence and fear with
which they lived through the years of Franco's dictatorship, they forgot the place of his
death.
It wasn't until May 2010, when Francesc learned about his grandfather's true route, being
able to prove that his trajectory was somewhat particular if we compare it with the rest of
the Spanish Republicans. According to the file in Dachau5, he entered this camp on the 7th
of July 1941 and is identified on his file as "Spanish prisoner" (Rotspanier). It is an
uncommon case, since it must be remembered that starting in the summer of 1940, the
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Republicans identified by the Gestapo in the POW camps were deported to Mauthausen.
Only one Spaniard had been admitted to Dachau, and 14 in 1941, of which half came from
Mauthausen. For the other seven, amongst whom was Pedro, it was their first destination;
the starting point of their deportation is currently unknown.

FELICIANA PINTOS NAVAS
Feliciana was born on the 9th of June 1914 in El Barraco (Ávila). It is not known when and
under what circumstances she was brought to France following the economic migration
that took place during that period.
In 1936 she married Joseph Raymond Bierge, adopting her married name, from then on
being known as Feliciana Bierge. During the Spanish Civil War, the Bierges carried out
various solidarity actions with the Republican civilian population.
After the German occupation, they clandestinely settled in Villenave d'Ordon, near
Bordeaux, and were members of the French Sharpshooters and Partisans (FTP) of the
Gironde. A couple of printing presses were installed in their home, from which newspapers
and leaflets were distributed to nearby factories and towns. Feliciana was also the agent
who guaranteed the connection between the person in charge of propaganda in the region
with the General Staff by providing them with weapons and information.
Betrayed by a comrade, they were arrested in July 1942. Joseph was shot on the 21 st of
September of the same year6. Feliciana was tried and imprisoned in Romainville prison,
from where she and her colleagues were transferred to Compiegne for deportation7.

Charlotte Delbó, survivor of this transport, has written several worksof graet literary value which provide
testimony of the suffering of these women
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On the 24th of January 1943, what would be the only transport destined for Auschwitz with
French political detainees was arranged8. Along with her, two Spanish women who were
also from the FTP, Maria Alonso and Lucia Martin, were deported from Spain as well.
Feliciana remained in Auschwitz until 1944, when she and 30 other deportees from her
group were transferred to Ravensbrück. Due to the advance of Soviet troops, the Nazis
evacuated the camp in early January and transferred 2,500 prisoners to Mauthausen,
including Feliciana. She remained there until the 22nd of April, when the camp authorities
handed over a group of deportees of French origin to the International Red Cross9.
Feliciana was fortunate enough to be one of the survivors, but her story fades into
anonymity and to her biography we can only add that she was able to rebuild her life in
Bordeaux. She married a second time, becoming Mrs. Labrugere, and she testified to her
participation in the resistance and her experience in the Nazi camps. She died on the 11th
of January 1996.

2.- Spanish Labour Forced Workers or Current Workers
Although it is difficult to know the origin of all Spanish Workers in Nazi Germany, the
records found in Monowitz were shown a number of official workers of Spanish
nationality. They probably belong to the group of 10.500 Spaniards contracted by the Nazi
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Ministry of Labour in agreement with Franco’s government through an inter-ministerial
commission for sending workers to Germany called the Comisión Interministerial para el
envio de trabajadores a Alemania, or CIPETA.10 Until now it has not been found more
information about them.

3.- Jews in the International Brigades
The case of the Jews in the International Brigades (BI) and, above all, of its memory is a
paradigmatic case to expose as an example of the complexity of Holocaust Memory. Until
very recently the recognition and memory of the role of the Jews in the BI have not been
present neither for left-wing supporters or Jewish communities. In Spain, this memory has
gone even more unnoticed. What is virtually non-existent is any link between them with
the Holocaust.
Therefore, in here we will try to draw out who these Jews were, why they came to fight for
the Republic and what happened later to be taken into account when talking about the
Holocaust.
The International Brigades were paramilitary units created by the Communist International
to assist the government of the Popular Front of the Second Spanish Republic during the
Spanish Civil War. The organization existed for two years, from 1936 to 1938. It is
estimated that throughout the war, between 32,000 and 35,000 members served in the
International Brigades, including 15,000 who died in combat.
Although Jews were often stereotyped as shy or submissive, the reality is that thousands of
Jews from 53 countries fought and died against Franco. Some did it openly like Jews, others
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under an alias, some did it with the battalions of their country of birth or adoption, others
did it with other national groups, some were specifically directed towards Spain freely from
a democratic country, others fleeing from antisemitism or political oppression and some
were already in Spain before the war started. In addition, thousands of Jews from all over
the world showed solidarity in various solidarity organizations to raise funds or help the
Republic11.
But not all Jewish movements and parties, however, stimulated the participation of their
members in the International Brigades to the same extent. For example, Dov Lieberman
who arrived in Spain from Belgium, says that from Hashomer Hatzair, a leftist Zionist
movement, they warned that the war in Spain was not about Jews. This was the Zionist
position everywhere, especially in Palestine where it was not seen with good eyes that their
young pioneers leave their national struggle to go to Spain, and in fact, the press practically
did not mention the BI until the conflict went well advanced12.

Where did the Brigadists come from?
It is estimated that up to 25% of all BI fighters were Jews13, some 10,000 men and women.
In many countries, many of the Jews were not identified as such because they were not
accounted for. This is the case of the Soviet Union. The proportion of Jews was also quite
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high in healthcare resources, 59 of the 124 American health teams were Jewish (48%), and
practically all 40 Polish doctors.
Three are the main reasons for a high number of Jews in the International Brigades. First,
the fact that many of them were already in Spain before the outbreak of the Civil War.
Secondly, they were the ones who better known what did the fascist, nationalist and
antisemitic governments in the whole of Europe: in Germany and in Italy, but also in
Hungary, Austria, Romania, Poland, among others . Last, the explicit disposition by the
government of the Republic in 1933 to welcome them14.
They come several groups: members of Hapoel Jewish sports association, who were in
Barcelona to participate in the Workers' Olympiad. When the war broke out, they were the
first to offer themselves to fight for the Republic, and although most were Communists or
belong to the Bund15 revolutionary party, their status as Jews reinforced their commitment.
Another important group was those of the Geserd organization (Society for Jewish
agricultural colonization in the USSR), a Zionist organization within the Soviet Union to
collect funds for Birobidjan, an Autonomous Territory created in 1930 within the USSR
populated with Communist Jews from all over the world who moved to find the dream of
a communist Jewish homeland. Nearly all the members of this organization volunteered to
fight in Spain16.
Men of these groups were the ones that formed the first international unit, the Jüdische
Gruppe Thälman. They were called thus because of the 18 members, 13 were German and
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Polish Jews and only 5 were gentiles. There were 16 men and two women. Among them
were Max Friedemann and his wife Golda, the Polish Jew Chaim Besser and what later
would become the commander of the Botwin Brigade, Emanuel Mink17.

The Botwin Company
The Botwin Company was formed on December 12, 1937 in Tardienta, in the thirteenth
Polish Dombrowski Brigade of the 2nd Palafox Battalion. It was called in honour of Naftali
Botwin, a Polish Jew, executed in 1925 for having assassinated a Polish secret police
officer. One of the characteristics of this Company was that used three languages in his
orders and banners: Yiddish, Polish and Spanish, it also edited a newspaper written in
Yiddish, first published on December 30, 1937. The Botwins included the two only Arabs
of the BI, one of which was from Jerusalem and spoke Yiddish.
After the war, most Botwins joined the maquis and other partisan groups during World
War II, many of them dying while fighting against the Nazis. Charles Fawcett, an American
who was in Paris working for Varian Fry group, who helped people to escape through the
Pyrenees (military, Jews, other refugees), reports that in this group also there were many
Jews who had been part of the Brigades and who know very well the routes to pass and all
the resistance tasks18.
As an example, the case of Emanuel Mink is very characteristic of the fate of Polish
Communist Jews in the Botwin Company. Born on April 23, 1910 (other documents says
1919) in Tomasov, Poland, from where he emigrated to Belgium in 1935 and from there
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he went to Barcelona to compete in the Work Olympiad. He then joined the first brigade
to fight for the Republic. With the retreat to France, he was in Gurs, Argelers and SaintCyprien camps, where he managed to escape along with other comrades and joined the
Resistance. On August 20 he was captured during summer raids against Jews and interned
in Drancy on August 20, 1941, from where he was deported to Auschwitz with transport
n. 1 on March 27, 1942. He was one of the active resistance agents in the camp and in
October 1944, he was transferred to Stutthof and later to Natzweiler, from where he was
released. In 1949, he returned to Poland, but in 1969, due to the wave of antisemitism and
persecution of the Jews in Poland, orchestrated by General Moczar and Gomulka, he had
to leave and emigrate to France where he died in Paris on March 29 of 200819 20.
Brigadists who ended up in Concentration Camps were many. According to SIDBRINT
data, there were 60 in Auschwitz21, 70 in Buchenwald, 456 in Dachau, 48 in Mauthausen,
23 in Sachsenhausen and 36 in Unspecified Nazi Camps, and 118 in Spanish Camp in
Miranda de Ebro.

Concerning to the ones who were in Auschwitz, of the 60 mentioned, it could be only
proved their itinerary only for 36. Of those, 29 were Jews and only 2 of them survived.
As done with the Republicans, it would presented two biographies to illustrate their fate.
Finally, it was considered that in order to link the Brigades with the Holocaust, the field
that allows to see this relationship better is the Auschwitz camp. It is detailed below who
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were those who will finish there and what was their fate. Of the 60 found, it was found that
36 were, of these, 29 were Jews and only 2 survived.

BETTY ROSENFELD AND SALLY WITTELSON
She was born in Stuttgart in 1907 from a middle-class family. She was a nurse and worked
in a hospital. When Hitler came to power, she left Germany together with her sisters to go
to Palestine. In March 1937 decided to go to Spain and joined the Brigades. There, she
worked in different hospitals. In Barcelona, another volunteer of the XI Brigades was
married to Sally Wittelson and in 1938 they crossed the Pyrenees. In June 1939 they were
interned in different French fields and on August 7, 1942, he was transferred to Drancy
while his husband was still at Le Vernet. On September 7, 1942, both were transported to
Auschwitz-Birkenau where they were assassinated.

ANNA AND HERMANN PECZNIK
Anna and Hermann, both Jews, he was born on January 27, 1901 in Chorniakowka in
Galitzia, emigrated to Vienna and Anna, born February 9, 1911 in Sofia, from surname
Gadol. Both members of the Communist party in Vienna, were arrested in 1934 and their
residence permit withdrawn, they left to Prague and from there to Paris and to Spain in
1937. They both would be part of the Brigades, he as a political commissioner and Head
of the historic department of the Brigades in Albacete and she as a nurse. She was
evacuated in 1938 and could stayed in France with fake papers. Later on she went to Austria
and worked for the Resistance but was arrested and deported to Ravensbruck and later to
Buchenwald where she was shot dead, some sources said 1944 while others 1945. As for

Hermann, he went to France with the withdrawal, where he was in several French camps,
including Gurs, St. Cyprien and Le Vernet. He was captured and sent to Drancy and from
there deported to Auschwitz with transportation n. 21 on August 19, 1942, where he died
on October 20 of the same year22.

4.- Jews in Spain
Although Spain did not have Jews due to the edict of 1492. Already in 1840 started to come
again. There are two groups. The ones who come from Central and Eastern Europe of
Ashkenazi origin. They came to work as representatives of Foreign Companies. The other
group was coming from North Africa and Gibraltar, and although they could be of
Sephardic origin, they were very integrated to the North African communities. They
established there and run some small business. Later on, during the First World War a new
wave of immigrants came. From Russia and from the Balkans, in this case they were
Ashkenazim and Sephardim.

Finally, the last wave of emigrants before the war, came especially from Germany, because
of Nazism.
However, with the outbreak of the Civil War, many of them would emigrate again, mainly
to France and to the Netherlands. Also, after the Civil War, some of them could be expelled
by the Spanish Authorities, or in case of German nationality given to the Germans.
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To this group it has also to be add, all the Jews who try to escape to Spain through the
Pyrenees and who were captured by Spanish Police and returned to France.
Only the wants who could proof not to have any link to the Republicans or the left wings
movements could transit or stay in Spain.
This section would be focused on the Jews with Spanish nationality but mainly the ones
who were born in Spain.

Jews in Auschwitz
Overall, we could found around 70 cases of Jews who were born or who were in Spain
during the War who ended in Auschwitz, the majority of them deported from Drancy but
also a few from Westerbork.
Thanks to the research done in Auschwitz archives, Yad Vashem and in the ITS, we could
reconstructed some of the journeys of them as an example of their fate and their origin.
The first case is José Levy Benasayg, born on 29th August 1901 in Tetuan, in the
Protectorate, was deported to Auschwitz in the transport no. 36 on September 23, 1942,
where he was murdered. Prior to his internment in Drancy he lived in 74, rue La Fayette
in Paris, where he worked as a General Manager in a Company.

Two different people shown interested on his fate. First was, Mr. José Rovayo Martí, from
Ceuta, who in January 23rd, 1943 and in April 18th, 1944 wrote letters to the Spanish Red
Cross asking about him. The answer is that he was in Drancy but that he was transferred in
August 1942 with a non-known destination. There is another document, a note sent to the
commander of Mauthausen on February 12, 1943 and signed by the Foreign Office asking

if he knows anything about JL Benasayag who in August 1942 was detained in Drancy23.
The second person was Joseph Cogan, who in 15ht June 1944, asked the German Red Cross
if he was in Drancy and in good Health. From the file, it can be seen he was there in Block
n. 4.
The following case is Rachel Gutrajde, born in Barcelona in 23rd March 1932. On 18th
May 1949, there is a letter to the International Tracing Service asking for her relatives. The
parents were deported between 1942-44 and she is in a nursery since January 5, 1946.
There are the names of the father and mother and their corresponding dates of birth. With
these and access to the archives of Yad Vashem and the Memorial de la Shoah, it was able
to find more information about what happened to them. The mother, Rywka Sikora
Gutrajde, born on October 22, 1907 in Warsaw, was arrested in France and taken to Drancy
where she was deported to Auschwitz with transport n. 22 on August 21, 1942, the father,
Szachma Gutrajde, also born in Warsaw on March 14, 1902, was deported from
Compiegne with transport n. 2 to Auschwitz on June 5, 194224. Presumably, they were in
Spain before the war where the daughter was born and probably they left Spain to France
and caught there.
Isidore Nissim Toros, who was born in Barcelona on March 3, 1916 and was deported from
Drancy with the transport no. 3 to Auschwitz on June 22, 1942, and his sister Sabatia, who
was married and who adopted the surname Morand also born in Barcelona on 20th August
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1920. She arrived in Drancy in February 1944, and was deported with transportation n. 69
to Auschwitz25. Both lived in France when they were arrested26.
Family Berkmann, Oro27, the mother born in Barcelona on April 24, 1918, his brother-inlaw Henri, on February 10th of the same year in Paris28, and her son born on July 31, 1941
in Marseille29 where all were living at the time they were captured and sent to Drancy on
December 15, 1943. They were deported to Auschwitz with transport n. 63 on 17th
December 1943.
Yom Tov (or Jontoff) Stroumza, born September 15, 1915 in Thessaloniki. On 19 March
1939, along with other Sephardic families, left Alicante to go to Oran, and later to
Thessaloniki30. In 1943, he was captured in Marseille and sent to Drancy from where he
would be deported to Auschwitz with transport n. 5731.
Nissim Eskenazi, born in Barcelona on June 2, 1916, was deported with transport n. 3 from
Drancy on June 22, 194232 and died in Auschwitz on July 6, 1942, due to a heart attack,
according to the death certificate of the Auschwitz camp33.
Sarah Leon, born in Madrid on January 12, 1890, deported from Drancy to Sobibor with
transport n. 53 in March 25, 194334.
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Family Librati, with four members, Tamon born in Spain in July 1894, but with a
Moroccan nationality, the other three were born in Oran, Algiers and Marseille; They were
in a transport a day earlier of Sarah Leon, also going to Sobibor35.
Delvaille family (which probably was Del Valle, and in Yad Vashem's archives appear as
Delevi) with 6 members, Emile, born 5th April 1893 in Sevilla; Carmen born 12th October
1890 in Leon Landes; Renée, born 27th November 1900 in Bayonne; Marcel, born 3rd July
1894 in Biarritz; Sara, born 8th July 1921 in Biarritz and Mardoché, born 30th October 1926
in Bayonne. All of them were deported from Drancy to Auschwitz on December 7, 1943
with transportation n. 6436.
Samuel Albohair, found in a list of Transport n. 76 from Drancy on June 30, 1944, along
with two other people who could be his wife, Rajzla born in Poland and her son, Daniel,
born in June from 1941 in Sant Martí de les Heres37. In the database of the Memorial de la
Shoah, it is confirmed that he was born in Barcelona on February 15, 1916 and when he
was detained he lived in Sant Martí de les Heres, he was transferred to Drancy on June 3,
1944. In Yad Vashem database, they appear as murders during the Shoah. But another
search, now in the database of the deportees of the Memorial Democràtic, indicates that
Samuel survived. He was transferred to Buchenwald, then to Natzweiler, Dachau and was
released in Sigmaringen38.
Corkhidi family, with four members: the father, Beno, born in Smyrne and the mother,
Rachel, born in Thessaloniki, the eldest son, Denise, born in Barcelona in 1924 and the
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small one, Gerard born in Marseille in 1932. They are all deported from Drancy to
Auschwitz with transport n. 74 in May 20, 194439. With this same transport, there were
three other people, Rafael Levy born in Barcelona in 1915 with his wife Donna and Isaak
Saban, born in Bursa, Turkey but who lived in Spain before World War II and who were
in Marseille before being deported40.
Teller's family. The father, Jacob born in Warsaw in 1894, the mother, Golda, born in Lodz
in 1892, and the son, Maurice, born in Barcelona in June 19, 1921. The parents were
deported, from Gurs to Drancy and from Drancy to Auschwitz with transport n. 28i in
September 4, 1942 while Maurice from Rivesaltes to Drancy and from there to Auschwitz
with transport n. 29, in September 7, 194241.
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